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Our President’s Note 
I hope this letter finds you well with summer here and we 
begin expanding our wings and hopefully meet some family 
and friends over the next few months.  The reason I am 
sending you this email is to inform you the recent happening 
within the Mayo Society of New York.   
 
Our end of the year meeting and celebration will no longer to 
be held on June 13th, 2023, but instead has been moved up to 
June 6, 2023, at Donavan’s Pub, located at 57-24 Roosevelt 
Ave, Queens, NY, 11377.   
 
I would like to thank all those who attended the previous 
meeting in Yonkers.  We had a fantastic turnout and I hope 
to see more people attend our meetings and events. 
 
Our Lady of Knock trip will be held on Monday, August 
21, 2023.  Mass will be held at the Our Lady of Knock shrine 
immediately followed by a luncheon hosted at the Shamrock 
House.  Please contact Betty McLoughlin at (347)-613-1303 
or Noreen Lydon O’Donoghue at (914)-643-1014 for more 
information regarding the trip.  I am looking forward to 
seeing everyone there.  
 
I warmly extend an invitation to all members to join me in 
attending the Rockaway Irish festival, which is to be held 
on June 3-4, 2023.  It should be great fun to be had by all.  
 
Finally, I would like to close this letter by thanking all the 
members for their continued support whether it’s by 
attending the meetings, parades, and events or just being a 
friend of the society.   
 
All the Best 
 
Mike McMahon 
President 
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Regular Meeting Tuesday, June 06, 2023  

Where:  Donovan’s Pub 
 57-24 Roosevelt Ave,  

Queens, NY 11377 
Time:  7:30 P.M. Sharp 

Regular meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each 
month. There are no meetings July & August. 

 

 
Upcoming Events and News 

• Irish Music Festival will be held on June 19, 
2023 at Rockland GAA, 160 Old Orangeburg Road 
Orangeburg, NY 10962 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/irish-music-
festival-2023-tickets-585755409197 

• United Irish Counties 83rd Feis will be held on 
June 11, 2023. This is the oldest feis in North 
America celebrating the very best of Irish culture 
in step-dancing, music, language and song. 
https://allevents.in/yonkers/united-irish-
counties-83rd-feis/200024535587451 

 
• Irish Sports Expo 2023 will be held on Sunday, 

June 25th, the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh of 
West Orange will proudly host the 21st annual 
Exhibition of Irish Sports in West Orange, NJ. 
 

• NJ Irish Festival will be held on June 11, 2023 at 
Monmouth Park, 175 Oceanport Ave, Oceanport, 
NJ 
https://uf2.com/event/5064019/636074947/nj-
irish-festival 
 

• 2023 Tír na nÓg Children's Festival will be held 
on July 24, 2023 at the Irish Center. LIC. It is a  
is a celebration of all things Irish! Children will 
participate in Arts & Craft, Drama/Short Film, 
Dance, Song.  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-tir-na-nog-
childrens-festival-tickets-619276491657 
 

 
Happy Father’s Day to all 
 
Enjoy your day and celebration. 
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THE IRISH ROOTS OF JAMES CAGNEY 

 
 James Francis Cagney, Jr. was born on the Lower East side 
of Manhattan in New York City on 17 July 1899. His father, 
for whom he was named was New York-born of Irish 
descent. His mother, Carolyn had an Irish mother and 
Norwegian father. His family moved to Yorkville on the 
Upper East Side when he was young. As a boy he learned to 
tap dance, an Afro-Celtic form of dance which was developed 
in New York. He was also known as a good street fighter.  

He was streetwise, a keen observer and absorbed his 
surroundings. Many of his mannerisms in his characters 
came from people he knew or saw in his neighborhood. His 
Rocky Sullivan character’s greeting of “What do you hear, 
what do you say?” came from a local drug-addicted pimp. 
     Cagney was a successful amateur boxer and was urged to 
go professional, but his mother wouldn’t allow it. He 
graduated from Stuyvesant High School in 1918 and 
attended Columbia University until his father’s death in the 
influenza pandemic of 1918. All through his youth, James had 
worked a variety of jobs, contributing all earnings to the 
family.  

He got his first well-paying acting job in 1919 
dressing as a dancing chorus girl for a show called “Every 
Sailor”. This speaks volumes about his work ethic and 
approach: "I am not that fellow, Jim Cagney, at all. I certainly 
lost all consciousness of him when I put on skirts, wig, paint, 
powder, feathers and spangles." This also explains the 
contrast of his shy personal demeanor and his dynamic 
screen presence. 

In 1922, Cagney married Frances Willard Vernon, 
called “Willie”, a fellow performer in the stage variety show 
circuit known as vaudeville. He was a versatile performer 
who could do stand-up comedy, dancing and dramatic or 
comic acting. Vaudeville had exaggerated ethnic stereotypes. 
Cagney’s fair skin, blue eyes and fiery red hair marked him as 
very Irish.  

Cagney’s film debut was in 1930’s “Sinner’s Holiday”, 
a crime drama. His breakthrough role was in his seventh film, 
1931’s “The Public Enemy”. He was originally supposed to 
play the supporting role but was switched to play the lead 
part of Tom Powers. The scene in the film where Cagney 
smashes a grapefruit in the face of actress Mae Clarke was 
considered quite shocking in its time but is now one of the 
most famous scenes in film. He played many violent but 
fascinating criminal characters.  

In 1935, Cagney starred in a movie called “The Irish 
In Us”, with Pat O’Brien, his real-life close friend. They 
appeared in nine films together. O’Brien was known as 
“Hollywood's Irishman in Residence", often playing priests 
and police officers. In the thirties an exclusive clique grew 
around actor Spencer Tracy and his friendship with O’Brien, 
Cagney, and Frank McHugh. They were dubbed Hollywood’s 
“Irish Mafia”, focusing on their shared common background. In 
1935, Cagney sued Warner Brothers for breach of contract. He 
became one of the first actors to win his suit against a studio. 
Warner Brothers then hired him back.  

 
 

Perhaps Cagney’s most famous and beloved character was 
William “Rocky” Sullivan in 1938’s “Angels With Dirty 
Faces”. Sullivan is a clever, crafty, lovable gangster who is 
idolized by the local street kids. The movie centers around 
Rocky’s friendship with Jerry Connolly (played by Pat 
O’Brien), his old partner-in-crime who got away and became 
a priest. Rocky got caught and went to jail, thus becoming a 
criminal. 

Father Jerry’s mission is to keep the neighborhood 
kids from becoming criminals like Rocky. Cagney’s 
performance, for which he was nominated for an Academy 
Award, has us unsure why we are so drawn to this character. 
Is he a good man who went bad, or is he a bad man with a 
good streak? Is he a hero or a coward? The latter question is 
one still debated among the film’s audience.  

In 1940, Cagney and Pat O’Brien teamed up again 
in “The Fighting 69th” about that famous Irish Regiment Of 
The US Army. Cagney’s character of misfit Jerry Plunkett is 
fictional, but several people depicted in the film were real 
including Major “Wild Bill” Donovan, Sgt. Joyce Kilmer, 
and Father Francis J. Duffy (played O’Brien). Plunkett talks 
and acts tough, but it is a mask for his fear. Once again, his 
character’s relationship with the priest is essential to the 
story.  

In December 1941, “Yankee Doodle Dandy” began 
filming. It is a film biography of Irish American songwriter 
and show business legend George M. Cohan. The film is 
overtly patriotic featuring songs such as the title track and 
“Over There”, which helped build US morale in the First 
World War. Cohan also wrote the popular Irish American 
song “Harrigan”. This singing and dancing role won him the 
Oscar for Best Actor. The film is told in flashback as Cohan 
tells his life story to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
tells him how much he admired the patriotism of Irish 
Americans. 

In 1943, Cagney toured the UK to perform for US 
troops stationed there saying: “I'm here to dance a few jigs, 
sing a few songs, say hello to the boys, and that's all." In 
1949, Cagney starred in “White Heat”, another gangster 
role. His prison meltdown is a classic scene. The film’s iconic 
ending has him crying “Made it, Ma! Top of the world!” 

In 1959, Cagney travelled to Ireland to star in 
“Shake Hands With The Devil”, set in the Irish War Of 
Independence. He portrays the fictional Sean Lenihan, a 
professor at the College Of Surgeons who is also an IRA 
Officer. He had hoped to trace his Irish ancestry but was 
strapped for the time. When asked his impression of Ireland, 
he said: “I found it to be very much like New York, for it was 
a beautiful country, and both the women and men were 
good-looking.” 

  He retired from making movies after 1961’s Cold 
War comedy “One, Two, Three”. He enjoyed a quiet life on 
his farm, coming out of retirement to star in 1981’s 
“Ragtime” and 1984’s “Terrible Joe Moran”. He died 30 
March 1986. 

Kevin Rooney 


